Rusk V owes Concern 
Over Panama Coup 
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Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk voiced the “profound 
concern to the United States” 
yesterday over the military 
takeover in Panama;: But 
Washington showed little opti- 
mism over prospects for' undo- 
ing the coup. . 

The sudden overthrow of 
Panama’s newly elected presi- 
dent, Arnulfo Arias, was par- 
ticularly dismaying to U.S. 
policymakers because; . 

'• The United States has a 
special interest in political sta- 
bility in Panama, the -site of 
the vital U.S.-run canal con- 
necting the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific. A , 

• Coming so soon after the 
Oct. 3 ouster of Peru’s consti- 
tutional government, the Pan- 
amanian coup raised appre- 
hension that other overthrow- 
minded groups in Latin Amer- 
ica might be tempted to follow 
suit. The United States is 
pledged to democratic consti- 
tutional processes in the hemi- 
sphere. 

As Rusk put it in a special 


statement issued while high 
officials huddled over the 
Panamanian crisis: 

“We are deeply distressed to 
learn that the Panamanian na- 
tional .guard has overthrown 
the recently inaugurated pres- 
idents . . 

“We have a close relation- 
ship with Panama and a stake 
in the stability of the isthmus 
in. view of our presence there 
as stewards of the vital Pana- 
ma Canal. 

“This coup . d’etat must be 
equally disturbing to our sis- 
ter republics in the hemi- 
sphere.” 

The State Department an- 
nounced U.S. diplomatic rela- 
tions with Panama and eco- 
nomic aid were “in a state of 
suspension” — a definition 
which falls short of a formal 
break between two govern- 
ments. As applied to Peru, it 
meant a period of no official j 
contacts pending a study of 
the situation to see who 
should in fact be dealt with in 
the new government. 



